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AI: Family law

As a lawyer and entrepreneur I am 
absolutely fascinated as to how the 
evolution of  artificial intelligence (AI) 
and robotics is going to potentially 
disrupt companionship, relationships 
and marriage in both a negative and 
positive way. It is inevitable, in my 
opinion, that new law with regard 
to human-robot relationships will be 
required sooner rather than later.

For example, let’s start with 
prostitution, ‘the world’s oldest 
profession’. In order to gain some 
insight as to why people will be 
willing to hire the services of  robots 
for sex (malebots and fembots) and 
even contemplate marriage with one, 
I attended a futures conference in 
early 2014 at which I met David Levy, 
an AI researcher and the author of  
a thesis titled ‘Robot Prostitutes as 
Alternatives to Human Sex Workers’. 1 

David argues that the arrival of  sexbots 
seems imminent when we consider 
recent trends in the development of  
humanoids, sex dolls, and sex machines 
of  various types. I agree. 

But where will all this sit with ‘the 
law’? 

Robot hooker
With regard to sex dolls, Japan and 
Korea lead the way but the Americans 
are closing in. Upmarket sex dolls were 
immediately seen as a possible antidote 
to Korea’s Special Law on Prostitution 
that had been placed on the statute 
books. Hotels in Korea were hiring out 
‘doll experience rooms’. These hotels 
assumed that there was no question of  
them breaking the law, since their dolls 
were not human. Since the sex acts are 
occurring with a doll and not a human 
being, the Special Law on Prostitution 
did not bite.

With sex dolls becoming increasingly 
‘human’ in appearance, touch and 
relating (comprising AI, meaning the 
sex doll / robot converses and expresses 
emotion), it is highly likely that sex 
entrepreneurs will infiltrate the global 
‘sex for hire’ community swiftly, for the 
robot sex for hire money-go-round will 
be too lucrative to pass up. 

How will this affect the UK, USA, 
Japan, Korea and other countries? We 
will have to address our existing laws 
on prostitution (and porn), particularly 
when robots become so sophisticated 
that we will indeed be questioning what 
it means to be ‘human’ and the ethics 
and morals surrounding the same; 

Robot hooker, robot wife, 
robot marriage law
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which is a debate that occurred at the 
University of  Westminster, London, 
UK, 8 Oct this year.

Attitudes and behaviour with 
regard to relationships, love, sex, 
sexual exploits and sexual union 
have changed through the ages in 
relation to age, gender, ethnicity, 
and sexual orientation. For example, 
homosexuality, until very recently, was 
a taboo subject and societies throughout 
the world spurned gay men and 
women. But attitudes have changed. 
The law followed. Here in the UK, and 
in some other parts of  the world, gay 
marriage is now lawful. I dare say that 
if  you read in the 1980s / ‘90s (30/20 
years ago) that the UK would grant the 
Civil Partnership Act 2004 and the USA 
a similar Act, you may have scoffed and 
mocked. But here we are in 2015 and 
so it is. 

Robot marriage
We currently live in a world where:
l  In divorce proceedings the parties are 

arguing over who gets full custody 
of  the pet;

l A bridegroom chooses a dog as his 
best man; 
l There are websites where you can 
‘marry’ your dogs;
l Our children adore virtual pets, for 
example, the Tamagotchi;
l Sex-dolls are available for hire; 
l  A man says (in real life): ‘I’ve tried 

having girlfriends but I prefer my 
relationship with my computer’ 
(anon); 

l Men marry their computer game 
characters/sex-dolls; and 
l Gay marriage is lawful.

Human-robot relationships are 
surely indicative of  the way human 
love / relationships/ sex / marriage are 
evolving. 

Accordingly, I share more of  
my ideas and predictions that you 
are reading here in my latest book 
published last year – Tomorrow’s 
Naked Lawyer: NewTech, NewHuman, 
NewLaw – How to be successful 2015 
to 2045 along with my belief  that it is 
likely that some societies will accept 
love, sex and even marriage with 
robots within 20 years. Matrimonial 
law and family law will need to evolve 
accordingly. 

If  you’re thinking my ideas are 
outrageous, think again. Since writing 
the book in early 2014 and publication 
later that year, my predictions and 
insights have been picked up in the 
mainstream press, media and popular 
culture, and the topic has, thankfully, 
begun to be debated, at least in the 
public domain if  not in the ivory tower 
law walls. 

Robot wife
Albeit there have been fictional 
accounts of  human-robot relationships, 
sex and love recently in popular culture, 
for example the drama series Humans, 
and the movies Her and Ex Machina, 
there have also been real-life accounts 
of  the same, including marriage.

There are, for example, men who 
already claim to love and/or desire to 
be married to their robot; see synthetic 
love and technosexual . Back in 
November 2009, a Japanese man stood 
before a congregation to marry the 
‘woman’ he loved, Nene Anegasaki; 
Nene is a computer game character, a 
‘virtual girlfriend’ in the Nintendo DS 
game Love Plus, he ‘brought to life’ as 
a sex doll. In doing so, he, arguably, 
became the first man to marry his 
robot.

It is inevitable that with the rise 
of  human-robot companionship, 
relationships, sex and love will come 
calls for the right to marry their 
robot, forcing law-makers to consider 
expanding marital rights and lawyers to 
deal with the disruption and problems 
that will inevitably ensue. 

Is it too far removed that we cannot 
teleport ourselves into the future 20/30 
years from now and imagine reading 
that the Robot Partnership Act 2035/45 
is law? 
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WE WILL HAVE TO ADDRESS 
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PROSTITUTION AND PORN


